nephew, whom she described to be about one-andtwenty months old?that he had not a single tooth through his gums, that he had most awful fits, and that with all their care and watchfulness they could not prevent them; that they came on at all times, occasionally remaining for hours, and that during the fit his body was stiff, resembling one already dead. That it was frightful to see him, as his eyes seemed as if they would start from their sockets, that he had not any power to move them, and that when so conditioned, he had not any volition over the sphincters of the rectum or bladder, and she concluded by saying?"will you see him, for he is altogether a most awful looking being ?" Having ascertained that a medical man was attending him, and that her relatives resided eight miles in the country, I declined doing so, but from my personal friendship for the lady, I said "his gums ought to be lanced." They have been, was her reply. Not friendly visit, when the anxious mother, (as there had been cases of cerebral disease in the family,) urged me to see the child. She did not say that any professional man was attending the little patient. On our entering the nursery, the dear little girl put her fingers into her mouth, and between a cry and a groan, said in her unintelligible language, "Da! Da!" which was evidently to tell me she was suffering in her mouth. On looking into it, I found it hot and vascular, and in particular over the still fast-bound teeth?the gums over which were swollen, and these I freely lanced, feeling the deep-seated teeth. And so conscious was the little lady of the benefit, that she put up her mouth to kiss me.
The true source of the sympathetic disturbance of the brain, (which having been in all probability hereditarily predisposed to be irritable,) was induced by the constant pressure of the teeth on the nervo-vascular mass, as the proximate cause, for when these were relieved, she never had another fit. That from the direct effect on the mucous surfaces, the abdominal organs suffer. Whilst the glands, the neck, the throat and the mouth generally may also become seriously affected. As a proof that the external senses may be implicated, we may refer to strabismus, and the deafness (which leaves a child a mute) arises in a majority of cases during dentition?the inflammatory condition of the mouth affecting the eustachian tube, and in consequence the child is deprived of the power of hearing articulated sounds, and never attempting to use his own vocal organs, hence he becomes a dumb mute.
If
Lastly, we may mention, that many dermoid affections are referrible to the same cause.* The law, seemingly is, that the weakest organs are likely to be first implicated ; and that those, therefore, which we inherit from birth, with an hereditary tendency to diseased action, are thus certain of suffering the soonest from any violent disturbing influence. In selecting, therefore, the few cases now recorded from numerous others equally illustrative of the effects of early dentition, we think that they furnish an answer to Dr. Swayze's question, not only as regards the mortality of children of New York, but of all other *As this paper is longer than I had anticipated, I must furnish in a future journal some interesting facts on the truth of this statement.
